The breeding of Chinese hamsters, Cricetulus griseus, is impeded by the aggressiveness of the female, which can lead to the severe wounding or death of the male. Various measures have been tried in order to overcome this difficulty. Reverse lighting regimes have been introduced so that the working hours of the animal technician coincide with optimal time for mating (Moore, 1965) . Special cage sizes have been used for the different sexes, i.e. largesize cages for males and small-size cages for females (G. Porter, 1966, personal communication) .
Large breeding pens for permanent colonies, providing large territories where the male can more readily escape from the female, have been described by Yerganian (1967) .
When establishing a Chinese hamster breeding unit we searched for a method that would prevent the males from being bitten, and we finally adopted a collar method as used for chinchilla breeding.
A series of five cages, interconnected by a passageway so that the male could travel between his own cage and those of the four females, was found satisfactory.
All the females have light plastic collars fitted around their necks. The inner diameter of the collar measures 15-16 mm and the outer diameter 25 mm, preventing passage through the openings in the cages. The male, without a collar, is thus able to escape to his own cage while the females are restricted to their cages. In using the collar method each female is kept in its own cage until pregnancy can be diagnosed.
It is then replaced by another female without changing the male.
This method is strongly recommended for the breeding of Chinese hamsters. It may also be used for other small laboratory animals where breeding is discouraged by fighting between the sexes which cannot be eliminated by other means.
